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SERMON 


Saint Foes in amal, 


Printed by J. BEN THAM Printer to the — 


ON THE 
' PRESENT REBELLION, | 
PARISH | anne K | 
OF ; 1 


oN 
gude, October I 3 174 FT 
And on the Sunday following; 3 in the | 


Churches of Old and Wood Huh, 
| _ "(Members of Saint rg 


* 


„ 8 _—kk. 


By MANISON WARNER, "IM =_— 
Vicar of the ſaid Pariſh. 4 ' 
— — — 


CAMBRIDGE, 


 MDCCAXLy. 


FF The Reader's indulgence 40 @ number of little 
incorrectneſſes, not unuſual in haſty productions, 
| and obvious enough to the judicious in theſe ſheets, 
is humbly craved, and preſumed upon. 
His Lordſhip the Biſhop of Lincoln's Letter, 
with a copy of the Aſſociation entered into at 
Huntington, on Monday the. 30 of September, 
ani the Clerk of the Commitee's Letter, were re- 
ceived on Thurſday night, the 10 of October; 
and the diſcourſe, or eſſay,” ſuch as it is, was 
ſpoke the Sunday following. 
Few excuſes will bear @ man out for trifling, | 
in public eſpecially. The writer however is ſuf- | 
fitiently ſenſible that moſt of his _ 75 
chiefly valuable, as they are ſcaſonable: 
hopes withal, that diſcourſes on this hi wil 
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Lite n 2 FF bert unto the bighe 
© powers. For there is no power, but 
h God : the powers that be, are 
ordained of God. Wheſoever there- 


ct refifteth the power, refifteth the 
ordinance of God: and they that 


refit, ſhall receive 10 themſelves 


damnation. 


up 


THE. _ in this Chapter lays down 
the duty of Chriſtians, of what rank 
and conditing ſoever, to their civil! Governor 


in the ſtrongeſt and moſt expreſs terms that 


can be conceived; and urges the pracłice of 
it from the 9weightieft of all motrves, a re- 
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ſtate. 
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(2) 
Let every ſoul, or perſon, ſays he, without 
exception, high, of low, rich or poor, learn- 
ed or unlearned, laity or clergy, ſubmit them 
Ares unto, or, obeg;,hd fo. the utmoſt, "of 
Her power ſupport avd defend] che civil 
Mgt rate they live an er. For. Gor rn- 
ment! of Divine Simi ion and Pts ty ; 
and the particular per exetcifiip it, do it 
by the permiſſion, the direction, or appoint- 
ment of Heaven. Whoever therefore he 
be that reſiſts, refuſes. to obey, or rebels a- 
gainſt the ſupreme magiſtrate ; and what 4 
tence ſoever he may find, 5 08 7 
\ excuſe or color over his proceedings, — 
or oppoſes the ordinance or appointment of 
640. and they chat this reſiſt or o ppoſE th the 
Din Wilt, ſhalt rebeive Damnation; incur 


| SHEET a 


and — upon thei ſelves end «15 ir" 


. are 5585 of terror, e to N "Bart to 7 | 


12 180 


* " doers: Would; jou. en are 791917 
apprebend from wi hdi wagifiraed 
that which is good, and you run no 12 


my 


Ko ue 
nay, may meet mee th applauſe, or rncouragement 
at e Fe — certainly with A Future 
1 7 or in thy circum ICE: efpecra | 


Jeep Magiſtrate is t he "Miniſt ter of God to 
ee fo 


for goed, — — Bot if thou do evil; then | in- 
| thou haſt Treaſon to fear. For tis not 


In vs n that he beareth, or 1s intruſted with 


the ond: or power of puniſhing ; he is the 
Minift fer of of God af od, an infirument in the hand 
of. ITS to execute d pleaſur fe or 
Ne at preſent, 1 pon ne dc doers.— difor- 
5 der]! , diſobedicnt, or rebellious ſubjects, a as 
a p ledge or r foretaſt of \ what | they are to pay 
pet bereafi ter. — 115 therefore : a Chriſtian 8 
neceſſary 204 indiſpenſable Duty to obey 1 his 


3 Governor, not only for 55 of wrath, 
of 7 freſert or temporal pun ſhment, but, for 
| conſcience” $ fake 400; to ayoid the | guilt of 
belli on and * reaſon againſt Heaven bere, 

| "and the inſu portable and endleſs Puniſhment | 
of it 8 4/5 death. — For be very fame 
ay we tribute allo, Governors are 
| Mos 6 to be looked upon 7 and treated, as 
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(4) 

the miniſters or ſervants of God, making 
it their buſineſs and endeavor to diſcharge 
the commiſſion they are intruſted with, 
with equity and fidelity. — We are to 
render to all therefore their juſt dues, of 
4 kinds: not only to reverence and obey 
| the Magiſtrate, but readily and chear- 

| Fully to contribute in our proportion to the 

' ſupport and defence of his Perſon and Go- 
vernment; by paying all taxes and cuſtoms 
that are legally charged upon us without 
fraud or murmuring ; and by contributing 
voluntarily and liberally, when any particular 
emergencies of ſtate make it neceſſary, ſea- 


; Jonable or proper. 


The Duty of private Chriſtians to obey, 
ky defend, and ſupport, by all reaſonable ways 
and means in their power, their civil 
Governor, or ſupreme Magiſtrate, is here 
taught and inculcated in ſuch clear and 
expreſs terms, and preſſed upon us by 
ſuch powerful and irrefiſtable motives ; that 
| Rx- 


RO 
(3) 


Re32£Lrox muſt needs * vga 


pardonable nature in Ay aan. or 
meme n | 


4 = . 
"oz 4 4. 


* Fu Muck more ente e caſe? 
— when no violent oppreſſion of the Subject 
at the expence of law and equity; when no 
unjuſtifliable uſurpation of men's privileges 
or poſſeſſions ; no bold invaſions of their 


rights or liberties; no wild attempt to be 
abſolute, and rule without Parliament, or 
regard to laws ; no unnatural endeavour to 


deprive us of reaſon and choice in the exer- 
ciſe of Religion, and to force a moſt: mon- 
frrous, incredible, cruel, and more than bar- 


 barous one upon us, at the hazard of our 


fortunes, our liberties, our lives : when I 
- ay nothing like theſe can, with regard to 


truth, be complained of, or indeed is ſo much 


as pretended. — Nay when we have a juſt and 
equal PRINCE upon the Throne, who 


appears well inclined and ready to indulge / 
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his Subjects in every thing they have a right 
to, or can reaſonably, claim. Who is a frur 
friend to the exerciſe of an ingenurus freodom 
in matters af Religion; infringes no civil 
right that the Jaws or cuſtoms of the coun- 
try have given any one: hut ſcems,. olyefly 
to aim at, and intend the good or happineſs 


of his Suhzects And, to crown all, hen 


dhe anh idle pretenee- ig to reſtoe to, the 
higheſt truſt one that is moſt certainly al- 
together unqualißed for, and incapable of 
it: to put the lives and fortunes of a tee 
and independent people, into the hands of a 
creaturt᷑ of the moſt arbitrary and deſpotic 
Menarchs:;— who. a ſlave to bigotry and 
ſuperſtition himſelf, and thinks it a merit to 

tortures and a moſt unpardonable crime 
toe; one chat will expoſe him to endleſs 
Penditiom in hell, if he neglects to do it whep 


he Pets it in his per: — whatever Fair 


repeated promiſes, 


1 aſſurances, 


0 nn caths he may have giyen to the 
contrary. 


6 
edntrary. For all tlieſe ure f no force when 
given to Heretics: and people arc not only 
ar liberty, but it is a mbrit in them, and 
they are under the ſtrongeſt obligations, 
Ae required as they lender their! ſalvation, 
and would avoid being damned, to:bredk 
tbem, when the ſervice of what they are uſed 
to call the rue Chürch, that of Nome, re- 
quires it of them; i.e. when the deſtruction 
of Heretics, — all that differ the leaſt 
from them in point, either of do&rine. or 
practice, or the making converts to Popery 
render it expedient. 


 Suppoſing then what the moſt ſanguine 
"abettors and favourers of the preſent moſt 
' wrmnatural and unpurdmuble Rebellion Gin alk, 
that the perſon they are hazarding their bes 
imd flor for, Had by th or Genf a 
"Condi Honaltitle to the Crown of cheſe Realms, 
he muſt" have forfeited it by bis Religion : 
and were there nothing elſe in the way, that 
alone would be an inſuperable objection to 
9 85 his 
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his ſucceeding to the Throne ; ill our pre- 
ſent oft happy conflitution in Church and 


dane be ane amen ang dftroped.— 


1 


. > 


For by the bighft anchority: jn-thel 
Realms, King, Lords, and Commons, toge- 
ther, it has, moſt agreeably to the funda- 


mental principles of the conſtitution, — the 


genius of the people, — and the welfare of 
theſe kingdoms, been more than once pro- 


vided and reſolved, with the greateſt delibe- 


ration, and equal wiſdom, —That no Papiſt, 
or reputed Papiſt ſhall ever be capable of 


ſucceeding to the Crown of theſe Realms. 


This principle chiefly it was, that brought 
on, and vindicated the REvoLUTION : and 
this, I ſuppoſe, it is that juſtifies, and may 
well bear out the body of the nation, that 


have been admitted to places of any truſt or 
confidence, in di/avowing and abjuring 4 
Fopiſb Pretender. 


9 


Pro 


„ 


profeſſed Papiſts indeed may urge that the 
Lame authority that made, can unmake or re- 
peal.— This in general, and as to particular 
ſtatutes muſt be allowed. But it is not re- 
pealing a ſingle ſtatute or tuo; but ſubverting 
the Government, changing the diſpoſition of 
the people, and deſtroying their rights and 
liberties intirely, that can anſwer this pur- 
poſe.— Beſides tht power of undoing or re- 
pealing is in the preſent caſe, and o lung as 
things ſtand on their old footing, urged moſt 
unſeaſonably, and can be of no force, | 


It is not what may be hereafter ; but what 
now actually is, that is the point in queſtion, 


No one doubts but that if the Rebels 


extravagant, unchriſtian, and licentious at- 


tempts were to ſucceed, the ſame, or if 


of the Throne, 
B A 


poſſible ſtronger, proviſions would be made 
to exclude Profeftants ; that now are, and 
have long been in being, to 8 77 Popiſts out 
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(210) 

A proſpect of this may rejoice the Papy/ts ; 
but muſt be a ſerious affliction and calamity 
to eyery Proteſtant of whatever denomina- 
tion: to think that perſecution, cruelty, hy. 
ranny and ſavery are not only about to be 
brought in upon Himſelf; but to be entailed, 
as far at leaſt as human power can entail 
them, upon his wretched Pohrricy. too! 


But . people can. be undes of 


their Pyſterity: can they be ee to ow 
they feel themſelves? a 


They are fingere, or atber ui, in the pro- 
feſſion of the Protgſtant Religion. 


If the farmer; they are to expect that their 
fartunes, their liberties, their lives too per- 
haps, and after having ſuffered the crueleſt 
wee malt bo nen „ * 1 


1 rer if 3 ales, if of ey, 
or of no Religion, as 1 gueſe may bef ſerve 


(rr) 
their patpoſe: they will do well not to be 
over ſecure, and altogether fearleſs of danger. 
They may . impoſe u pon a good natured 
"A and by their ſpeeches and actions 
eaſily make him believe 7bis, or that of them: 
but can they ſo eaſily impoſe upon an ingui- 
lion? — can they be at all times, in their 
looſer bours, — and before all companies conſſtent 
with themſelves in a he? — can they appear 
to the moſt prying and penetrating eye, ſin- 
cere and zealous Papiſts,—devotees of the 
moſt phantafti cal, abſurd and Juperſtrtious 
Religion in the world,— when in all their 
lives they never had a fcrious regard for any 
Religion whatever ?— It is not a great deal of 
complaiſance and ſervile giving into any opi- 
nion ; but a confftent account of, and fteady 
auberence to what they call the true, the Ca- 
tholic Religion, that can ſecure to them their 
fortunes, their hiberties, their lives. | b 


Profeſle Papifts, and people * INORG 
to the government they live under, may 
wg 


ww er 2 


(612) 
fincerely, and perhaps reaſonably enough, with 
for a change : but for ſincere Proteſtants of 
any denomination whatever to join them 3 
and eſpecially if they have any becoming 
ſenſe of liberty, or confiderable property to 
defend, is the greateſt folly and madneſs, as 


well as the moſt complicated, and abominable 


fin and wickedneſs, 


They render themſelves obnoxious to the 
preſent government ;— expoſe their fortunes, 
their liberties, their lives to manifeſt and im- 
pending ruin ;— involve their country, their 
neighbours, their relations, their friends, in 
civil contentions, devaſtation, ruin, and blood; 


In order to bring about an event, which they 
would have the greateſt reaſon to curſe their 


own folly, if they ſhould ever be unhappy 
enough to ſucceed in; and at the fame time 


act moſt inconſiſtently with the hope of their 
calling, incur the diſpleaſure of Almighty 


God, and entail upon themſelves, without 


| repentance, endleſs perdition both of body 
- and ſoul in hell, 


The 


(13) 
The folly and madneſs, as well as the ex- 
treme fin and wickedneſs of this deluſion is ſo 
apparent, that I hope very few, if any fincere 
Proteſtants will ſuffer themſelves to be be- 
trayed into it. . N 5 


And indeed the ready and unanimous con- 
currence of all parties, ranks, and conditions 
to affiſt with their voices, —their purſes, — 
their heads, — their hearts, —and their hands, 
againſt the common diſturbers of our peace 
and tranquility, affords us incouragement to 
preſage, that this daring and violent attempt 
will be altogether as unſucceſiful, as it is baſe, 
unnatural, and inexcuſable. 


The honeſt, ſeaſenable, and truly Joyal Zeal 


of the Merchants, boldly and eariy ſtepping 
forth as one man to preſerve the ſinking credit 
of the nation, and reſtore it to its former 
pitch of glory and luſtre ; when the meaneſt 
artifices, and baſeſt practices had, with too 
much ſucceſs, been made uſe of to under- 


mine and deſtroy it : the numerous and 


hearty. addreſſes from all bodies of men, and 
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proportion they ſhall judge proper. 


(14) 
parts ofthe kingdim :— the ſolemn affurances 
of zeal and fidelity to the Royal PERS ON, 


and FAMILY, that now happily preſides 


over us; and of the utmoſt deteſtation and 
abhorrence of all treaſonable attempts, and 


aſſociations entered into in almoſt all coun- 
ties in the kingdom; and the liberal con- 
tributions. made in order to raiſe forces to 
repel and ſuppreſs the preſent Rebellion, and 
any Iroafion, that may be attempted ;—do all 
concur to perſuade a reaſonable and well 
grounded hope, that all our enemies enter- 
priſes will by the bleſſing of Almighty God 
be happily defeated ; and end in the iſap- 
who devized, and lJaboured to execute them. 


The Subſeription for this County is now 


open: and all perſons in this par;þ, the 


principal inhabitants at leaſt, will ſoon have 
it in their power to contribute to it in that 


Public 


* 


(5) 

Public colle&ions cannot ch be juſtiſi- 
ed; and the managers of them offen lay 
themſelves open to blame. 

The end however propoſed to be ſerved 
by this collection is certainly one of the %, 
that can be; —to defend our KING, our 
country, our laws, our poſſeſſions, our liberties, 
our religion, our lives, when in very great, 
if not the utmoſt. danger, from domeſtic In- 
ſurrectiłons, and foreign Invaſions. and I ſin- 
cerely hope that the monies ſubſcribed, and 
to be raiſed. for that purpoſe, will be ell, 
wiſely and honeſtly, laid out; ſo as may beſs 
ſerve the intereſts of our KING and Country, 
and defeat the common diſturbers of this 
kingdom :— and that the managers future 

conduct will be altogether as free from blame, 
as ſome former ſteps of theirs have by ſome 
becn thooght 4 to ſuſpicion, or W 


rather. 
. Boys may: be ee natwigi center 

and have al the gad qualities they are ca- 

fable of; but can never, as it is with a great. 
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(14) 
parts ofthe kingdom +— the ſolemn affurances 
of zeal and fidelity to the Royal PERSON, 
and FAMIL Y, that now happily prefides 
over us; and of the utmoſt deteſtation and 
abhorrence of all treaſonable attempts, and 
particularly of the preſent : — the voluntary 
affeciations entered into in almoſt all coun- 
ties in the kingdom; and the liberal con- 
tributions made in order to raiſe forces to 
repel and 185 the preſent Rei, and 
concur to 3 4 a reaſonable ta well 
grounded hope, that all our enemies enter- 
priſes will by the bleſſing of Almighty God 
be happily defeated; and end in the diſap- 
who devized, and Jaboured to excente them. 


The Sabſeription for this County is now 
open: and all perſons in this puriſb, the 
principal inhabitants at leaſt, will ſoon have 
it in their power to contribute to it in that 
Proportion they ſhall judge proper. 


by 


(15) 
Public collectians cannot ho be juſtiſi- 
ed; and the managers of them of7en lay 
n open to blame. ' 
'The end. however propoſed to be ſerved 
by this collection is certainly one of the , 
that can be; —to defend our KING, our 
country, our laws, our poſſeſſions, our liberties, 
our religion, our lives, when. in very greaf, 
if not the utmoſt. danger, from domeſtic In- 
ſurrections, and foreign Invaſions, and I ſin- 
cerely hope that the monies ſubſcribed, and 
to be raiſed for that purpoſe, will be wel), 
w:i/ely and honeſtly, laid out; ſo as may beſt 
ſerve the intereſts of our KING and Country, 
and defeat the common diſturbers of this 
kingdom: — and that the managers future 
conduct will be altogether as free from blame, 
as ſome former ſteps of theirs have by /ome 
been thought open to ſuſpicion, or exception 
- Boys may be of a good natural temper, 
and have all the good qualities they are ca- 
fable of; but can never, as it is with a great. 
deal 


_ 

deal of reaſon and truth urged againſt us, 
have that experience, that reſolution, that pa- 
tience of hardſhips and want, that firmneſs 
and preſence of mind in danger, to qualify 
them to command Men. — However a fingle 
Commiſſion or two given to perſons of 
greener years than might have been wiſhed, 
can never, one would hope, de ſufficient to 
ruin ſo unqueſtionably good and great a 

deſign, or prejudice people againſt OY 
it according to their power. f | 
. "Self indeed is apt to weigh much, and 
enter fur into the deſigns and meaſures of 
many, who talk moſt, and loudeſt of the public : 

but I would willingly preſume that fe 
people of abilities, figure and fation, will 
be found ſo mean ſpirited, ſo mercenary, and 
baſe, as to ſcheme at aggrandizing a particu« 
lar perſon, family, or intereſt, when their 
King and Country, their liberty and property, 
their religien and their Ives, claim their /e- 
rious regard and attention, their immediate 
and beft endeavours to preſerve and defend. 
[69h May 


(27) 

May the Alkeiſe GOD, by whom Kings 
reign, and in whoſe. hands are the hearts of 
all the children of men, give us all the wi 
dom to ſee and know our true good; and the 
- reſolution to purſue it uniformly, and with all 
our might! — May HE convince us that it 
is our true intereſt to defend and ſupport his 
Sacred Majeſty King GEORGE, and the 
Royal Family in the peaceable government of 
theſe nations; and to oppoſe, to the utmoſt 
of our power, all his open and reſerved, his 
foreign and domeſtic enemies : — And may HE 
give that ſucceſs to his Majeſty's counſels and 
arms, and thoſe of his dutiſul, loyal, and zea- 
tous ſubjets ; that they may very ſoon obtain 
and ſecure peace, ſafety, and proſperity to 
theſe kingdoms! 
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Therefore allo now, ſaith he E 
Turn ye even to me with all your 
heart, and with faſting, and = 
1 Weeping, and ith mourning... 
And rend your heart, wi: of 
garments; and turn unto'tbe Lord 
your God for be is gracious and 
yi merciful, flow to anger, and of 
great mar sf and Kr Pins 
34 the evil. me 


"HE iii had PR 3 
the people of, and preſſing them to 
ſw: heed and attend to the many ſore ca- 
judgments, juſt ready to overtake, or be in- 
flicted upon them, as by other means, ſo par- 
ticularly by a dreadful inugſon and deſtruo- 


. 1 tion 


(2) 
tion from the Chaldeans : and from a juſt 
ſenſe of what they had felt, and the terrible 


apprehenfions of what. was likely to follow, 
he calls upon, and exhorts all ranks and 
degrees of men amongſt them, to try what 
might be done by a general and ſolemn bu- 
miliation, — . a N and thorough refor- 
12 —— ft; call a Sienna bly; 
4 ee gather che elders, and all the inhabitants 
_ < of the land, into the houſe of the Lord 
your God: and cry unto the Lord, Alas! 
for the day; for the day of the Lord is 
< at hand: and as a deſtruction from the 
« Almighty ſhall it come.” — Therefore, 
for this reaſon then, even now, or inſtantly, 
turn ye unto me, faith the Lord, with all 
« your heart, — with faſting, and with 
<« weeping and with mourning.” But let 
your inward ſentiments of grief keep pace 
wit, if not exceed the outward expreſſions 
of it. Rend your hearts, rather or more than 
your, garments: and turn unto the Lord 
| your God. For he is gracious or bountiful; 
merciful or compaſſionate; backward or flow 
F K 24 Rs 7 


e 

to reſent or puniſh ; ample and boundleſs In 
pending judgments upon men's repentance. — ' 
Wuo then can tell what a hearty and 
thorough reformation may do for us? who 
knows but it may prevent the nn 
der 2 propitious to us? ſo that in- 
and famine, we may happily experience the 
. and plenty. br: £4 

-- Public fafiingrand.humiliations have been 
| common in elenoſt all ages and nations of the 


at times been ſo ſhamefully abuſed, — made 
ſuch ſolemn grimace, —ſuch mere external 
performances ; and had: recourſe to in orden 
to ſanctiſy — to reconcile people to, and en- 
gage them to ſupport ſuch abuminable wick- 
edugſi, chat they have grown greatly into 
difrepute ; and are become ridiculous and 
contemptible to many, ſuſpicious to moſt. vi 


BON We 


(4:5) 
pfle in Naab's days, who preterided by their 
external dæportment to ſeek God daily; to 
delight to know his ways, and find pleaſure 
in making approaches to him: who could 
put on the moſt ſolemn ſhews of grief and 
oufly, ſo far as abſtaining rigorouſly from 
food went, would bow down their heads 
as bulruſhes, and ſpread fackcloth and aſhes 
under them, —and; yet made no ſteps to- 
wards reformation; but continued to follow 
and kindly, as God required; that they were 
rigoout ant eruel in their | exatfions and 


treatment of them: who, inſtead of looſing 


the bands of wickedneſs — undoing the 
heavy burdens — ſetting at liberty: the op- 
_ receivitng the deſtitute poor into their houſes, 
and clothing ſuch; as they found naked 
would inhumanly hide themſelves, — ſhut 
Wer he the ors We dee their | 
* * A own 


A 
their znſofvent debtors, and treat them and 
| their ava, who ought at. /uch ſeaſons to 
| have been ſet at liberty, with the moſt con- 
temptuous and cruel uiage;— who faſted for 
ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt 


a ——— —— 


voice to be heard on high. | 
The Scrabes and Phariſees ente pace 
vie 6f frequent and Jong faſt and prayers 
to enable them the better —the more effec- 
Fually en . to devour woidews 

| + +: 4 1 


| their time, been abuſed to the very haſeft 


ol purpoſes; and perhaps never. more notb- 


_ rioufly, LI ron 
IR Hs 4c Fn 

But te eee 
added Gir e u in. For per- 


we chere h nochigtg un, but what: has 


been abuſed, And we muſt ſhake hands with 


_ . reaſon with religion, with the Holy Scriptures; 


if we will lay aſide every thing that has 
none 


And aſs folemnities, bas often, b Ener 3 


(6 ) 
none of theſe, tains big te- 
verted and abuſed at times. 5 
Theſe public ſolemnities of Sang 0 
humiliation, tho oſten abuſed, are wont, 

when righth perſnemed, to have a _ 
We read of Abab that having win re- 
proved by the Prophet, and had the divine 
and went ſoftly. And the event of it was 
this. Seeſt thou how Ahab. humbletn 
< himſelf before me? — becauſe he hum- 
e bleth himſelf before me; I will not bring 
te the evil — raprnruarel 
<«< bis days. WA 
The people of Nineveh likewiſe, hiwibg. 
of the judgments threaten'd againſt them; 
proclaimed: a faſt, and put on fackcloth, 
from the greateſt to the leaſt, and fat in 
aſhes, and cried mightily unto God: —and, 
turning from their evi] ways, and the vio- 
lence in their hands; they preſerv'd-them- 
ſelves and their city from ruin and deſtruc- _ 
tion, — God faw their works; that they 
turn- 


(7) | 
turned from their evil ways; and he repent- 
ed of the evil threatened againſt them for 
Teeweg and he did it not. 

Thus again Feboſaphat, about to be aſ- 
Gaulted by powerful enemies, ſet himſelf 
to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a faſt 
throughout all Fudab; acknowledging his 
want of power to withſtand ſuch forces, 


and repoſing his truſt and confidence in 


the Almighty alone for defence and delive- 
Tance : and the next thing we read is, that 
his enemies were made to turn their ſwords 
againſt one another; and that the defeat was 
ſo entire, and cheap withal, that he had no- 
thing to do, but to take the ſpoil of his but 
Juf now dreadful and formidable enemies. 
And indeed ſuch ſolemnities as theſe right- 
ly performed ſeem akvays to  promuſe a happy 
yu or event. 

Mur is a ſolemn appeal to the great King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. And as he 


and diſcountenance or puniſh vice; and as 


it is reaſonable to preſume that communities 


Q V | or 
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always approves and favours, and will moſt 
certainly at one time or other reward virtue 


A » 3 hot — "_ 
_ "+ OR Ig —— ror —— ů * — — — omen" — = > 
1 —— — 


4 8 . „2 „[ „ 
— OS — - 


OY 
, x 
N 
. l 
14 
p - 
: 
. 
i * of 1 
: W-4 
\ - 1 | 
: : 
=. = 1 
: 1 : 
7 
7 
9 L 
4. 
ö x 
| = oy 
| 1 
7 / : 
FT. 
} 
1 
. 2 
1 
\ 1 
by b - 
' {2 
*. | 
y 1 
1 
x 
1 1 
i * 
13 
1 = 
2 1 
4 11 
N o 
1 1 
z 
l 
- U 
1 
1 
6 {4 
1 
1 
i i 1 
m4 | 
4 * 1 
} [4 
4 = 
* = 
' 
1 * 1 
16 
| 
13 
* 


— —_ 
N —_ — 


—_— ů — —•— 
0 5334 


" _— — | 


—  _— " 


Or "I. 


#5 

e kingdoms will have no place, but on 

| this ſide the grave; it has generally been 

ll || thought that a - igbtruus cauſe is never fuf- 

ll feredto be finally oppreſied in war; unleſs 

0 it be by way of puniſhment for the wick- 

Ul edneſs of thoſe who ar eee 

| plꝛyed to defend it. 12 40 

11 If it be ieee 

| thus; 'tis at leaſt 2.“ ) probable that they 

are generally, or for the moſt part ſo. And 
therefore faſting and humiliation ſeem higb-- 
fince, rightly - performed, they tend to and 
effect a reformation of life and manners; 
thus render the Deity propitious; and of 

courſe, bid fair for ſucceſs and victory to 

all —— eb N 

@ good cauſe.” Lis #1 

Chriſtians indeed don't Cami | 

folemn and expreſs obligation to public faſt- 

ing or humiliation: they are required to 
ſhun oftentation and ſhew, as much as may 

duty, ſo particularly that of faſting as pri» 

_ vately as poſſible; and purely with a view 


(999 


to obey nen tber behaviour to the 


great fearcher of Btarts ; who will not fail 
amply and openly to reward all ſuch, as have 


made it their lincere weir bf eder de | 


Terve aid obey Hr 


ſcems to be not abſtaining from food a day 
or two upon ſome extraordinary occaſions ; 
but ſuch a temperate and ab/emous courſe 
of life, as may bring and keep the Jody under 
fries fubjeftion to the mind; draw men off 
from worldly and ſenſual enjoyments ; fit 
and diſpoſe them for religious and ſpiritual 
exerciſes; and bring them ar Aut GD 


by faith, and not by fight. 
But till as all ranks of rl Walt den 


are required to be ſubject to the higher powers, 


to ſubmit themſelves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord's fake; their knowledge muſt 


be but izle, or their perver neſs great, if they 
_ refuſe to obey i in a matter not in itſelf indi fe- 
rent only; but, rightly performed at leaſt, 
highly conducive to the intereſts of piety and 
wirtue; to the benefit of their King and 


Conntry, and to the preſent improvement 
ll and 


B 


„Beide the Eg requitel' of Chritians 
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(120) 
* final reward of themſelves. And 
indeed were it only a means of their own 
reformation, it ought * to be embraced 
and improved. IP 
AlI Chriſtians have ſons. to Sony to w a 
Wall, to oppoſe, to repent of, to forſake: have 
virtues to labour after, to acquire, or improve 
in. And faſting has a direct tendency to theſe 
great and good purpoſes; — as it is an act of 
reſentment and diſpleaſure againſt ourſelves 
for paſt miſcarriages; a motive to watchful- 
neſs and care for the future; ſtops up, for 
a time atleaſt, the fountain-head of moſt diſ- 
orders, our bodily. appetites; and. furniſhes 
both lei ſure and reliſb for religious and pore 
 Fual employments. 1 
To join ſincerely and 8 in this 
day's ſolemnity is certainly our duty then: 
but hh to do this acceptably is the di ſiculiy, 
and ought to be our inquiry and care. 
To abſtain from food till after the public 
offices are over; tho à part, e the 
oft inconſiderable part of the buſineſs, 
The leiſure we. gain by faſting PS, 
rei ſpent in religious exerciſes. The 


— — 
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( 187 
ſtate of our ſouls is to be nicely locked into, 
our ee — e e 
e for effectially — and 8 

ing them laid dewn and fixed upon; and 
honeſtly, and with vigour and conſtancy 
proſecuted, as occaſions offer, and circum- 
ances require : and the pardon of them, 
together with grace to withſtand them for 
the future, humbly and earneſtly impor- 
tuned, and not doubted of, thro” the mercy 
of God, aud ae 1 merits oor 
Redeemer, - 
The offices that more ance} IN 
our ſelves thus diſpatched ; the miſeries, the 
wants, and neceſſities of our * re- 
an our regard and relief © O14 3 
- Alms-giving or bounty to the W fas 
always been look'd upon, as a neceffary in- 
ſuppoſe becauſe we are at Juch ſeaſons more 
ſenſible what the neceſſitous ſuffer, and have 
it in our power in ſome degree to help them 
without any extraordinary -expence, — by 
. he upon them what would other- 
3 2 wiſe 
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| kſſening or removing them, that they in- 

creaſe, or add to the weight of them by their 
irregular behaviour; by ſeeking: and en · 
_ © deavouring to gratify their own appetites at 
4ll events, and without any the leaſt regard 
to their neighbours, — equally deſirous of 


r 


( 125 \ 
| wiſe have been laid out upon ourſelves! 
but. becauſe. of people ate Haring 10 4 


Fault in this reſpect; — are ſo wholly, 
taken up in gratifying their oun wants and 


inclinations, as far as they are able, that they 
are well .pigh . in/enfible to the miſeries of 
their brethren; and ſo far perhaps from 


happineſs with themſelyes; and whom it is 
their duty to treat equitably, to love as'bre- 


thren, as members of their .own body, in 


Wben then we are lunnbling ourſelves for 


our ſins; that which ſeems to have place in 
moſt people, and withal to be the chief ſource 
of them, an over great regard to our oum 
eaſe and happineſs, and a proportional diſ- 
regard of what others feel and ſuffer; ought 
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('z3)\ 
— that hay juithy 
eſcape, and which yet ſeem to _ our 
preſume, if i ans) readily bare your 
excuſe, ft | 11 1 1 

% Eh ar dem wiahed es 
. to be the greateſt kindneſs that can 
this may proceed from a humane and bene- 
volent principle. It ſhould be remembetel 
too tis a clergyman's duty to ery aloud and 
ſpare not; plainiy to remind his people of 
22 Ft pars wack ppc u. 

to correct — and Mphly'be: | 
coming a man, a chriſtian, and a clergytian, 
to expoſe the. vicious penn is mean, N 2 
nerous, and at times inhuman too. 
Sive ma leave to ſay then, that $i 
Probably much oſtener thought to. be done; 
than defgned.” To condemn a man for this; 
Fable; but much more injurious to the party 
vo judging; as depriving him of that benefit, 
> 5907-36113 4 82 I l N 1 he 
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(49) 
— received from what 
he heard. gt 194 ice ban - andy 
þl Sopot ofthis Stich everitle \ 
ſuſpected of me; I would adviſe prying 
account for it in this manner. „ Und; 
-»What ſuits. or 1 touny' one 
will fit a great. number of obere indiſforentiy 
well. What I hear has indeed à diſtant re- 

ſemblance to n; as well as to a croud of 
Basbes — The Healer certainly ſat to, and 
deſcribes himſelf, —— And what an odieus 
and contemptible figure does he make? | 
7 I will bear with nothing in myelf that in 
* any reſpect reſembles bim. 
A fault common. among us, and of the 
=” ſize ſeems to be that the aim or end of 
our actions is not ſuch, as it ought to be. 
Tis prejudice, tis paſſion, tis mere whim 
or fancy, tis cuſtom, tis faſhion, tis a re- 
gard to reputation, to health, to eaſe, to 
preſent convenience and advantage, and not 
a ſincere deſire to ſerve our great and good 
God, that is the chief motive to moſt even 


of the very beſt things perhaps, that we do. 
| But 


61830 


But now Chriſtians have no encourage» 
ment to expect a kind acceptance and reward 
of any thing done from any other motive, than 
a principle of Jove and obedience to God and 
' Chriſt : as they have been aſſured nothing, 
done with this view, will be overkoked or 
* diſregarded, — This then ſhould male us 
look about us; and ſee that a ſincere de- 
ſign to pleaſe and obey God, be made, if it 


be not already, the chief and governing 


principle of 40l our actions, of any conſe- 
quence or importance. 

A vicious and faulty modeſty, as to things 
ſerious and ſacred, ſeems likewiſe to deſerve 


reproof. We are afraid or aſhamed to own, 


and ſtudy and endeayour all we can to ſtifle 
and ſuppreſs the ſentiments of piety and vir- 
tue, of religion and devotion we actually 


feel; and affect to be thought ſs ſtrict and 


good, than we really are, — This may be 
thought, it may be call'd modeſty or humility ; 
but it certainly is vazn-glory, as well as the 
very worſt. of hypocriſy. We judge virtue 


and religion diſreputable; and therefore 


would have the credit of looſneſs and irre- 
zo | | gion, 
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en, though ve have s 
ar 66-20 
e 
(id rast) bert bern i h d e 
fat abuſed, to the worſt and baſeſt of pur- 
poſes, that they are by many thought to 
portend weakneſs or ill defign; and the cha- 
racter wh ct Renee. wn 
ban. 

an be W nde e h h 
of the wi ane d that ib wach md. 
ing : and with theſe piety and virtue, de- 
rently expreſſed, will never be reproachful, 
nor ſuſpicious. But ſuppoſe it other- 
wiſe. Is it reputation? is it the good opi- 
nion and applauſe of men, — and not the 
approbation and favour of God, that we aim 
at? —— Let us remember what the great 
fotender of our religion, and the judge of 
mankind, who is truth itf1f; has ſolerinly 
aſſured us of. If any man be aſhamed 
© of me, and -of my words, or doctrine; | 
© of him ſhall the Son of Man be aſhamed; 
© when he cometh in the glory of the Fa- 
ther, 330 Let us 


* * 


( £78). 


not then be aſhamed, when it ſo nearly con- 


cerneth-our ſoul. For as there is a ſbame, 
that bringeth n; ſo there n lun, 
2 and grace. 


Again. The true end of enim EM | 
giant aſſemblies is to worſhip God in Spirit, 


and in truth; and to honour him, as We 
are able, both with our bodies, and minds: 
and the word of God, there read and preach- 


ed, be attended to with diligence; 


received with meekneſs and temper; applied 


and care; and practiſed with. fidelity. and 


conſtancy.— To commend, or to cenſure 


the reader or the ſpeaker, may ſerve to ſhew 
ſound judgement ; large reading; much piety ; 


great kindneſs and candor ; uncommon good- 
breeding and complailance ; or very different 
qualities, as it may happen: but falls, it 
ſhould be remembered, quite befide. the in- 
tention of ſuch meetings; which is purely 
to glorify God, and ei or n man- 
bat 

We at times appear - public-Pirited toa 


very great fault. Other people's miſcarriages 


Ge” take 
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take up ſo much of our time and care; 
that We quite forget to correct our dum. 
E Onr own practices und behavior, as well as 


otber people's, muſt be regulated by, and 


or we fail of our duty here; and ſhall fall 


ſhort of our reward. hereafter. —— Charity 


ſcdhougzh it ſhould not end, ought moſt cer- 


 tainly-to begin of fonie,—Leet us then, if we 


have not hitherto en, for: the future be- 
come, ſo /eifiſh, as to regard and conſult our 
own amendment al dt hg fy 
our: neighbours next, 7 N 

Another thing —— wagen 0 e 
3 to be animad verted upon and 
corrected, at this time eſpecially, is that we 
ate over and above» forward and liberal, as 
in our cenſures of ane another, ſo particular- 
ly of our governoru. be practice, though 
man; and has often had the ui of con- 


ſequences, by bringing contempt upon the 


perſons, — weakening the hands, —and ut- 


_ © terly ſubyetting' the government by * r 


er Princes, 


| We 


_*(ags)) 

We ſer but the ou7fide of things; and for 
want of a full view of matters are often Joudeft 
in our cer, where we ſhould be largeſt in 
our pruiſes. But ſuppoſe ſome meaſures not 
the bet; but faulty, and manifeſtly ſo: princes 
are men; and of courſe have a right to all 
equitable allowances. —« Nay and if we con- 
ſider how they are ſurrounded on all hands 
with wealth; with grandeur; with power ; 
with temptations to pleaſure; and, above all, 
with FLATTERE Rs, —ready perhaps to 
gratify and pleaſe at all events, and at timer 
poſibly poid for mibpreſenting and mit 
leading; and yet that theſe are the people 
whoſe reports, and aduice too, they are many 
times under a kind of neceſſity of taking, 
or being ſet down by: we ſhall ſee 
that the greateſt caution and candor in cen- 

ſuring their actions is ſeafonable, is proper; 
nay, and if we will be equal, is neceſſary too. 

Whatever then our abilities may be, it 
certainly is our part or province not to 
dictate to, or direct our governors; not to 
blaſpheme, malign, revile, or cenſure their 
penſons, their miniſters, or their meaſures ; 

: 'C2 but 


(% 


x bit do obey honour, and ſupport them to the 


beſt of our power. There are, I doubt 
not, people exceedingly: ſanguine in their op- 
poſition to perſons and meaſures,” who ars 
fincerelyattached to the true intereſts of their 
King and country; and would not aduer- 
tently do any thing that might hurt either 
Things often have conſequences, that we 
are not well aware of. Oppoſition may be 
in, it may be out f ſeaſon: it may be well, 
it may be ill judged and expreſſed : it may 
be highly uſeful; it may be extremely burt. 
ful. Princes are often wiunded deep, when 
particular meaſures, or miniſters were ſtruck 
at. People that-wiſh well to their King 
and country ſhould therefore be exceeding 
cautious and ſparing in their cenſures, at 
times eſpecially when they demand, deſerve, 
and ſhould by all means have or employ _ 
bet endeavors to ſuccor, and ſupport : 
uch the preſent muſt, by all m_ e ; 
at leaſt, be allowed to be. ' i 


e „ 


Once 


(210 
Onde more. To ä to confult,. mat © 
1 the good we can to all mankind without 


exception; and n harm to any one, though 
he may have uſed us ever ſo ungenerouſly, 


ſo unkindly, or injuriouſly; and it might be 
done with. the utmoſt {ecreſy and fafety, — 


is one of the fir / or chief commandments 


in the cbriſtian law. This probably is a 
point, that will, if we are true to ourſelves, 
make a great article amongſt the things to 
be condemned and corrected. For who is 


there of us all whoſe breaſt cannot, in ſome 


degree or other, reproach him upon this 
head? Suppoſe there be nothing amiſs in 
our hands; yet who. is he that hath not 
ſlipped with his tongue ? or at leaſt that has 
not offended, one time or other, in his 
heart —as to this particular? 

To conclude, Whatever it be that up- 


on a careful inquiry appears amiſs in any 


of us, be it condemned; be it repented of; 
be it amended ! — So ſhall we make a wiſe 
improvement of this day's folemnity : — 
obtain the pardon of our own fins, —and 


take a likely method to render our prayers 


Me- 
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Fate 
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Thus the children of Iſrael Were brought 
undler at that time, and the children 
" Judab prevailed, becauſe they re- 


tied upon the LORD God of . 
1 ar her fe 2 A 
JEHOBOAM, the fon of Solomon; 
having rejected the counſel of the an- 

Es fages, that had adviſed his father ; and 
taking the raſh advice of perſons of his own 
ſtanding, more ſtudious of his pleaſure than his 


intergſt, highly diſguſted the people of Iſrael ; 
who had applied to him, to.no purpoſe, for a 


rodrafs'of thee grievances Feroboam the ſon 
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2 DA Thanksgiving Sermon, 

of Nebat, who had fled into Egypt for fear 
of king Solomon, and was returned upon the 
news. of his death, taking advantage of the 
ſituation of publick affairs, and the general 
diſpoſition of the Maelites, put himſelf at 
the head of the diſcuntented in the kingdom, 
and got declared: and proclaimed king of the 
ten tribes: and the more effectually to ſe- 
cure the power he had obtained, and prevent 
the people from returning to Rebabogm from 
whom they had revolted, he taught them to 
reje& the worſhip of the true Gop, which 
the children of Fudab and Benjamin adhered 
to, and ſet up idelatry, or the worſhip\and 
ſervice of falſe gods of his own invention, 
among the ten tribes that had put them- 
ſelves under his government. But this fabtle 
cantrivance of his, like many of the deep- 
lad ſchemes of great paliticians, inſtead of 
anſwering his purpoſe, ruined the cauſe he 
intended to ſerve by it. He made the people 
indeed moſt unlike the other two tribes 
under Rebuluam, in their religious notions 
and practices; and thus made à return of 


| P#ithed OR. 9. 1746. 3 | 


the ten tribes to the -religivus and civil go- 
vernment of their brethren highly antlely: : 
and by this means, as he thought, moſt ef- 
fectually confirmed himſelf yo an pe he 
| had acquire. 

But, leaving out in bn Ahab al this 
while the great Sovereign of the univerſe, that 
all- powerful Being who ruleth in the king- 
doms of men, and giveth them to whom- 
| ſoever he will; who doth according to his 
pleaſure in the armies of heaven, and amongſt 
the inhabitants of the earth, putting down 
one and ſetting up another; who had rent 
the kingdom from Rehoboam, as a puniſh- 
ment for the idolatry of his father Solomon in 
his latter days, and who will by no means 
give his horiour — ſuffer it to be given, to 
_ another: Leaving out, I fay, this ſovereign 
* governor of kingdoms, as well as all other 


things, and ſetting up ſtocks and ſtones in 


contempt and defiance of His Divine Ma- 
jeſty, he experienced the truth of theſe in- 
diſputable and unalterable vi AXIS. None 
| ® can Barden thernlehves againſt Him, and 


A2 « proſper.” 


4 4 Thankigiving Sermon, 
© proſper.” © Them, who walk-in pride. 
in ſelf-confidence, in contempt and defi- 
ance of the Divine, Majeſty, that Gov, in 
or by whom they live, move, and have 
their being, and from whoſe bounty alone 
they derive every thing they enjoy — He 
is abundantly able, and, in his own due ne, 
ſure withal to abaſe. 

For in this chapter we find Abijah, "the 
fon of Rehoboam, - warring with Feroboam, 
and with half his numbers gaining a com- 
plete victory over him. There is ſuch a ſtrain 

of ſound reaſoning, ſuch a deep ſenſe of true 
piety in Abijah's expoſtulation and conduct 
before the engagement, that it may be worth 
our while to turn to the account we have of 


it in the fourth and following verſes of this 
chapter. 
He objects to Feroboam and the Nane | 
under him, their rebellion againſt their right- 
ful prince, and apoſtacy from the great Gon 
of their fathers, and the religion they had 
been brought up in ; and upbraids them with 
their N idolatry i in 2 giving « divine honours 
%y to 


N IE" HF © Gh 


to the work of their hands, the invention of 
Feroboam's own brain; and with extirpating 
the prixſts, together with the worſhip and ſer- 
vice of the true Gop, and ſubſtituting a race 
of mortals in their ſtead, fitting and worthy, 
the deities they were appointed to miniſter 
to. and reminds them, on on the other hand, 
that he, and his people, had adhered religi- 
| ouſly to the Gop of their fathers; and duly 
reverenced His precepts, His ordinances, 
and His prieſts :. and preſumes of courſe 
on the preſence and aſſiſtance of the Loxn 
| God of their fathers; and warns: them of 
the folly, and diſſuades them from the raſh- 
neſs, of thinking to proſper, when manifeſtly 
fighting againſt Gop. And the event proved 
undeniably that his preſumptions and reaſon- 

ings were well grounded. For though the 
men of Judab were ſurrounded by the W- 


„ 5 
= . * 


numbers, j yet by the Divine aſſſtance, which 
| they importuned and relied upon, they were 
enahled to obtain a ſignal and complete. vic- 


Win eee ee eee 


— 


6 A Thankggiving Sermon, 
che 7e to flight. Thus the children of I 
& rat were brought under at that time, and 
« the-children of Fudab prevailed ; becauſe, 
2 they relied upon,” confided or truſted in, not 
their own hearts or arms, not the numbers, 
the valour, or the conduct of their forces, but 
the LoD God of their fathers; the LoR 
of hoſts ; the great God of the armies of all 
fleſh; whoſe always is the battle, and he 

giveth it to whomſoever he pleaſeth : who 
had exerted His power in a variety of won- 
derful ways, in the defence and protection 
of their fore - fathers; and to whoſe farour 
and eſpecial regard they had made it their 
conſtant ſtudy to recommend themſel ves, by 
being punctual, Leuch, and zealous in His 
TIP and ſervice. 
Succeſs is here ſo emanifeſtly and entirely 
- aſcribed to the great Governor of the uni- 
| verſe, that the paffage ſeems quite proper 
for the ſubject of our preſent meditation 


when we are called together moſt devontly 

a thankfüty to acknowledge the goodneſs 

of Almighty God in affording us His pro- 
18 t qi 


o 
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tection and afliſtance, and giving. ſucceſs 
to his Majeſty's-arms, under the conduct of 


hs Royal HighneG the Duke of Cumberlend, 


a leader highly diſtinguiſhed and illuſtrious 
beyond expectation, or example, ſor one of 
his years; to the defeat of the common 
robbers and diſturbers of our Country; and 
to the ſuppreſſion of a moſt mercileſs and 


execrable Rebellion, formed to rob us of our 


liberties, our laws, our religion; after the 
_ cruelty, the rapine, the plunder, the blogd- 
_ ſhed, the confuſion, and other dreadful ca- 
lamities of a civil and inteſtine war had laid 
| waſte a fertile and wealthy country; and 
rendered a free and bold people tame and ab- 
;ject enough to ſubmit to the Savery, the ſu- 
Ferſtition, and idolatry of France and Rome. 
when. we are reflecting upon our deliver- 

ance from the greateſt and ſoreſt of tem- 

Poral evils, miſeries and calamities ; and in 
a a public and ſolemm manner aſcribing our 
dͥeliverance and ſafety to the bounty of Al- 

mighty Gop: and are ſuppoſed, . of courſe, 

o be engaging ourſelves to expreſs our gras 


Ss Thankegiving Serman, 


titude i in the beſt and moſt acceptable mat 
ner, by making it our ſtudy and endeayour 
to demean ourſelves, for the future, as thoſe, 
who ate deeply conſcious of having been de- 
livered from the greateſt of evils, vz. by de- 
voting our lives, and all our ſeveral faculties 
to the true worſhip andfervice of our almighty 
. deliverer; ; that ſo doing we may fafely confide 
in the defence and protection of the great 
Governor of the univerſe, and the Loxp of 
' kgs, that He who has hitherto delivered, 
faved'or preſerved us from fo great and i im- 
pending evils, and none doth deliver us; will 
not fall to ſve or deliver us for the future, 
and to make us finally . com pletely happy 
in his own due time: 

The notions and wo of the principal 
fomentors and actors in the late rebellion, the 
Papiſtr I mean, and thoſe: of the Faelites 
under Feroboam are much alike in mary re- 
ſpects. their worſhiping of relicks, images, 
and departed chriſtians, faints, and angels, 
ſeems as 'groſs idolatry, as can well be prac- 
on” and their doctrines of purgatory, 


au- 
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auricular confeſſion, cancelling ofengagements 
and oaths given to heretics; prayers for the 
dead in general, and for rebels and traitors 
eſpecially, are plain proofs, that worldly 
wealth, grandeur, and power, are the deity 
they have made to themſelves to ſerve and 
worſhip. I wiſh it might with @ proper 
regard to truth be ſaid, that our behaviour 
as nearly reſembles that of the people of 
Judah : that we were as ſtudious of Gop's 
honour, as ſtrict obſervers of His day, as con- 
ſtant and zealous attenders upon His word 
and worſhip, as ſenſible of the neceſſity of 
His blefling in order to make any of our un- 
dertakings proſper, as careful to ſerve and 

pleaſe Him in all points, and of courſe as 
Well intitled to the continuance of the divine | 
protection and favour, as they were, 

It is too notorious' to be denied, that a 
ſpirit of infidelity, irreligion, ſelf- confidence, 
licentiouſneſs, and a contempt of all things 
ſerious and facred, human laws and gover- 
nors, as well as divine, has gone out, and 


prevails amongſt the people of this land. 
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inſult upon, and outrage againſt the Majeſty 
of heaven, is a moſt familiar and common 
practice with miaſt ranks of men amongſt us; 
eſpecially the lower ſort: and has, probably, 
been highly inſtrumental in making the moſt 
ſacred and tremendous name of Gop a mere 
cypher ; in baniſhing all regard to the Deity 
out of men's minds; and in-introducing that 
torrent of PERJURY, that common contempt 
for the moſt ſacred oaths, adminiſtered in 
courts of juſtice, and by perſons having au- 
thority for that purpoſe, that has moſt ſbame- 
Fully over-run the nation; and renders pro- 
perty, liberty, and life itſelf, precarious and 
inſecure in a high degree. Thus the diffe- 
rence between Proteſtants and Papifts in this 
reſpect is no more than this, that the for- 
mer acknowledge the obligation of oaths, and 
yet have impiety and hardineſs enough to 
do violence to them ; the latter get- them 
cancelled, and then think there is no kind of 
ens ben. We have goo lays agind thi 


province 
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practice of common ſwearing, that even chil- 


| dren, and the loweſt of mankind are great 


proficients in, and has moſt dreadful con- 


ſequences, which want nothing at all, ut 
to be put in execution. and it is very fit a 


check ſhould be given to the daring inſolence 


of thoſe, who are proof againſt all reſtraints 
from religion and good breeding, by inflict- 
ing the temporal puniſhments, which the 

laws of the land have wiſely appointed for 
that purpoſe, And I do not ſee how any 
magiſtrate, of what rank or condition ſoever 
he be, or indeed any ſerious Cbriſtian and good 
ſulhect, can anſwer it to God, his country, his 
prince, or his own conſcience; if he neglects 
or declines any meaſures in his power, to 
put * e diving 
impiety. 
Sop's word, and EI worfoi, a b 
little better among us, than his name. The 


ſacred writings ſerve for little elſe, but to be 
burleſqued or cavilled at; to: furniſh mat- 
+ ter for drollery and wit, for diſcourſe or 
2 mn to fivear 

yrods ö upon 


15 1 religion; which has long been 
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upon, or to teach our children to read out 
of. Thus that book af he, which was 
graciouſly given to conduct us to heaven; 
and which we exclaim fo foudly, and with 
reaſon, againſt the Papy/ts for ſhutting. up- 
againſt their people in an «nkwnon tongue, is 
made a dead letter to us; and ſerves to no 
fore of purpoſe, but to aggfavat, or inflame 
our condemnation, 

The «porſhip of Gov. both i in public and 
private, ſeems likewiſe to be as much neg- 
expected from a people, having a fovereigh 
contempt both for the ſacred name, and word 
of God. Wie Sad Os peepln tuning the 
well hve elſe to-tpead.theit time 3 except 
ſuch as are deſpiſed for their ſingularity and 
* and ſuſpected of uncummon baſe - 
net, villany, and bypocriſ, far pretending 


the ſubject of ridicule to many, and which 
moſt are grown ſuch entire ſtrangers to, that 
they think none but fools or kuaue will 

concern chemſelves much about it. | 


— 
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On one day indeed in ſeven, or perhaps 


more ſtritly ſpeaking, in ane part of each 
ſeventh day, when cuſtom, it may be, more 


than the laws either of God or man, has 


taught us to meet together, the places of 


number of the ab/enters is even then com- 
monly very large; and the deportment of 


the parties preſent is often ſuch, as to ſhewr = 


they are altogether above regarding, or be- 
ing made at all the better, the wiſer, or the 
happier for what paſſes there. And from 
what is done in public we may form a ſhrewd 
conjetture of what paſſes in private, for if 
a regard to the grave and ſober part of an 
audience cannot prevail for a decency of be- 


haviour, when men have taken the pains to 


90 a little our of their way, to avoid the cha- 
racter of profligate and infamous; what ſhall 
N be thought able and likely to do this, when 
removed from the notice of all liuing, and 


nme cf but that of « man's | 


public worſhip are more frequented :/ but the 


14 A Thankigivirg Sermon, 
The difiinfiion indeed of the Lord's day 
from the reſt is a little kept up; but the re- 
 tigion of it ſeems to be partly dropt and 
gone, 'That early riſing in the morning ; 
that giving themſelves to reading, medita- 
tion and prayer in priuate, in order to pre- 
pare and fit people to-join worthily in the 
public offices of religion ; that inſtructing of 
children and ſervants in the &nowledge of 
the practice of it; chat recollection and me- 
ditation aſter· the public worſhip is ended; 
| that examination of our lives and practices 
by any heavenly light, that may have been 
imparted to us; that religious and pious 
converſation z thoſe reſolutions of endea- 
vouring after a better temper and behaviour; 
that reading-to and praying with one's fa- 
mily, which uſed to fill up the ſpaces of the 
Lord's day, not ſpent in public worſhip, 
And the chief uſe of it ſeema to be to give 
an opportunity to what are called the better 


| fort of appearing in * to advantage; 


and of affording leiſure to ſuch as are con- 
| Rantly employed on other days, to ſleep, to 
Hunter away, to trifle in; * 
| The exerciſe of worldly bulines and ve 
cations in public on Sundays is not yet com- 
mon, nor altogether free from blame and 
diſrepute ; though great part of the day is 
by many ſpent in ſecular engagements z in 
. worldly affairs; in ſtating or making up of 
accounts: and even the ſober and grave are 
getting into a faſhion to waſte great part, of 
the day in hunting after neus; diſputing ve- 
hemently about things of no kind of conſe- 
. quence ; ſettling the affairs of their own, and 
foreign nations, and of many, perhaps moſt, of 
their neighbours; whilſt their own are ſuffered 
to ſhift for themſelves, and remain in the 
utmoſt diſorder and confuſion. 


The cxercie of purticuler trades on a Sun- 


day, though directly contrary to the laws of 
che land, and not as yer, to be done with- 
wo fone WE is too frequent in 


9 | many 
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e and particularly in hit. The 


a pd e- this ſort by all 
methods muſt appear highly ſea- 


forable and proper to all, who believe the 


Being and Providence of God; and that he 
Proſpers or puniſhes ſtates or communities in 
this world, as they are virtuous and religious, 
or otherwiſe : — when they recolle& that one 


of God's judgments war, and that the worſt 


fort, a civil and inteſtine war, was but juſt 


nom at their doors; and that a contagious 


and mortal 4/brder has been long ſuffered to 
rage amongſt the cattle, and has ſpread itſelf 
into almoſt all parts of the kingdom; and 
whether it ſhall ſtop with the brutes, or ex- 
tend itſelf to human creatures, no one, but 
the great Governor of kingdoms, and ſove- 
reign diſpoſer of all events can poflibly tell. 


Let us not then ſay in our hearts, for our 


uprightneſs, for the piety and virtue of our 
yes hath the Lon reſcued us; but for the 


a * The weekly market here ae ont 
the beafts of courſe ar6:<hiefly, and ſome think of ne- 
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wickedneſs of our enemies, and the extreme 
baſeneſs of their ſchemes and enterpriſes. 
Let us not be puffed up, and think that we 
ſhall be allowed in, and are delivered to con- 
tinue in our former wicked courſes; but re- 
member that the goodneſs of God is intended 
to lead us to repentance : and let us forth- 
with ſet ourſelves to amend our ways or 
doings, and return to the Lord, It may be 
by fo doing we ſhall prevent any other judg- 
ments ready to befal us; and ſhall procure 
a lengthening out or continuance of out tran- 
 quility, or proſperity. _ | 
To ſuffer the joy, which a due reflection 
upon our great deliverance muſt fill us with, 
to tranſport us into riot and exceſs, revelling 
and drunkenneſs, is to ſhew ourſelves moſt, ' 
unworthy the divine bleſſing and mercy, that 
has been afforded us; and moſt manifeſtly 
to inſult the Gop that hath delivered us. 

And one of the moſt acceptable ways of 
expreſſing our gratitude for this great deli- 
verance, after having joined: fincerely in the 
public offices, and taken meaſures for 
C amending 


18 A Thanksgiving Sermon, 
amending our own. lives and tempers, ſeems 
to be, to make what proviſion we can to 
render the generation to come more civilized 


and humane, more diligent and frugal, more 
' honeſt and ſober, more modeſt and obſe- 


quious, more orderly, peaceable, and loyal; 
more learned, pious, and religious, than the 
preſent ; * by giving a ſuitable education to 
children deſtitute of friends and wealth. 


Human creatures are, for the moſt part, 
Juſt what their education has made them. 
without this they are little more than brutes ; 
of leſs ſtrength indeed than bears or wolves, 
but of more ſubtlety and ce; more de- 


bein ſows though exceeding populous, and of 
pretty extenſive traffick, is altogether deſtitute of 
every thing, in the ſhape of a free or charity ſchool. 
It's navigable river, it's beaſt-markets, and brick-kilns, 
together with it's 'ftarch-houſes heretofore, and a 
| Thameful neglect of education in almoſt a/ ranks, the 
more numerous and lower ſort eſpecially, have con- 
curred: to train up, and furniſh out a generation of 
animals, that may vie with the met ſavage of human 
oreatures; thoſe that have converſed with barren 
mountains only, or been ſhut up in lead, or coal. mines 


| TIN nai cake difberind thoughtful 
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liberate and reſolved malice. the ſame ra- 
venous wild things, purſuing their own gra- 
tification. without reſtraint, and at all e- 
vents ; and throwing down, as they are able, 
all that ſtands in their way. "Tis education 
that breaks them, and fits them for ſociety, 
*tis this that extends their views and pur- 
ſuits; makes them pay a proper regard to 
the welfare of their fellow ſubjects, arid 
creatures; and give up all ſchemes and pur- 
ſuits, but ſuch as are conſiſtent with the 
good of mankind, and their country, tis 
this that makes them true to their God, 
their religion, their country, their prince, ; 


people extremely ſenſible of the want of public and free 
inſtruction. Many attempts have been made by the 
author to get a foundation for inftrufting defitute chil- 
dren in the knowledge of letters, virtue, and religion 3 
„ otagyan ps" = as may render 

them eaſy to themſelves, and, inſtead of burthenſome 
or miſchievous, uſeful to thoſe about them, What is 
here offered was intended to ſecond, or ſet home 2a 
mation of that kind, made the ſunday before; which 
met with more regard, than things are wont to do, 
chat don't bring an immediate reward along with 
N | and 


20 4 Thankigiving Sermon; 
Aud their friend. is this that makes them 
Rudy to pleaſe and obey their parents, an 
irs of all kinds ; and to oblige, a and 

be reſpected by all mankind.” 
To do what we an therefore to give a 
ſuitable education to ſuch, as are unable to 
procure it for themſelves, muſt certainly be 
one of the beſt of all good works; and in 
which part of that wealth, which together 
with. our religion and liberties has by. the 
goodneſs of God been preſeryed and ſecured 
to us, may be applied to the yery beſt of all 
purpoſes. By being rieb, bountiful or U- 


WE beral in this good work, we ſhall moſt 


clearly manifeſt a truly chriſtian, or uni- 
verſally kind and beneficent temper : de- 
monſtrating moſt undeniably that we ſeek 
not our oum, but another's wealth; that we | 
ſtudy, and are ready, and zealous to promote 
not our own good or profit. only, or chiefly, 
but that of ofhers, of many, of all mankind 
too, to the utmoſt of our power; by getting 
them educated in ſuch a manner, that they 


may ; 
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may be uſeful in their generation here, and 
may be finally ſaved in the day of the Loxp 
Jz8vs, by their behaviour, that is, intitled 
and of courſe admitted to the happineſs of 


good  ſubjefts, good neighbaurs, good men, 


and good Chriſtians after death, through the 
merits and mediation of Chriſt J=$Us 
our almighty 8a vioux and DELIVERER, 
Am 
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